
 

188 
 

NOTE:
The following symbols are used throughout this Community 
Health Assessment Report to serve only as a simple and quick 
reference for data comparisons and trends for the County.  
Further analysis may be required before drawing conclusions 
about the data. 
 

 The apple symbol represents areas in which Oneida County’s 
status or trend is FAVORABLE or COMPARABLE to its 
comparison (i.e., NYS, US) or areas/issues identified as 
STRENGTHS. 

 The magnifying glass symbols represent areas in which 
Oneida County’s status or trend is UNFAVORABLE to its 
comparison (i.e., NYS, US) or areas/issues of CONCERN 
or NEED that may warrant further analysis.   

 

DATA REFERENCES: 
• All References to tables are in Attachment A – Oneida 

County Data Book. 
• See also Attachment B – Oneida County Chart Book for 

additional data. 

 
 

INJURIES (UNINTENTIONAL & INTENTIONAL) 
 

Injuries are classified into two categories 
“Intentional and Unintentional Injuries”. 
Intentional injuries are injuries that occur 
with purposeful intent and include 
homicide, suicide, domestic violence, 
sexual assault and rape, bias related 
violence and firearms. Unintentional 
injuries are injuries that occur without 
purposeful intent, and are a leading cause 
of death and disability. Injury and violence 
is one of the 10 leading health indicators 
for HP 2010 as more than 400 Americans 
die each day from injuries due primarily to 
motor vehicle crashes, firearms, 
poisonings, suffocation, falls, fires, and 
drowning. The risk of injury is so great that 
most persons sustain a significant injury at 
some time during their lives. 
 
The following section will review data for injury and violence in Oneida County primarily relating to 
unintentional injuries and homicide and assaults.  Data for other violent events such as suicide and child 
abuse are briefly referenced in this section, but discussed in more detail in the Healthy Mothers, Healthy 
Babies and Healthy Children; Mental Health and Substance Abuse; and Health Risk Factors-Adverse 
Childhood Experiences Sections of this report. 
 
UNINTENTIONAL INJURIES 
According to the NYSDOH, unintentional injuries are a leading cause of death and disability among all age 
groups in the State regardless of gender, race or economic status; and it is also the leading killer of those 
aged 1-34 years. In addition, “more than 4,300 New Yorkers die every year as a result of an unintentional 
injury. Injury deaths are only part of the picture; and the consequences of non-fatal injuries range from 
temporary pain and inconvenience, to long-term disability, chronic pain, and a diminished quality of life. 
Hospitalization and rehabilitation services are often needed. Injuries are consistently among the leading 
causes of hospitalization for New Yorkers of all age groups. More than 130,000 individuals are injured 
severely enough to require hospitalization annually. Another 1.3 million unintentionally injured New Yorkers 
are treated and released from an emergency department each year. Furthermore, an injury may impact 
family members who are often called upon to care for the injured person. This can result in stress, time 
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away from work, and sometimes, lost income. The economic impact of injuries includes the costs 
associated with medical treatment and lost productivity, such as wages and accompanying fringe benefits, 
or the ability to perform one’s normal household responsibilities. For 2000, the estimated lifetime economic 
impact of all injuries in the United States exceeded $406 billion.”514 
 
Unintentional Injury Hospitalizations 

 For the period 2005-2007, the   Unintentional Injury Hospitalizations Rate in Oneida County was 
69.2 per 10,000; this was significantly higher than the NYS w/o NYC rate of 66.0 per 10,000. This is 
higher than the HP 2010 Goal of 44.5 per 10,000. The quartile ranking* for Oneida County was 3rd515.  

Unintentional Injury Hospitalizations by Age 
 From 2000 to 2006 the   Unintentional Injury Hospitalizations Rate for Children/Youth Ages 10-

19 increased from 250.0 per 100,000 to 299.7 per 100,000.516 
 For the period 2005-2007, the   Unintentional Injury Hospitalizations Rate (Under age 10) in 

Oneida County was 25.3 per 10,000; this was higher than the NYS w/o NYC rate of 23.5 per 10,000.   
The quartile ranking* for Oneida County was 3rd.517 

 For the period 2005-2007, the   Unintentional Injury Hospitalizations Rate (age 10-14) in Oneida 
County was 21.3 per 10,000; this was comparable to the NYS w/o NYC rate of 22.4 per 10,000.   The 
quartile ranking* for Oneida County was 2nd.518  

 For the period 2005-2007, the   Unintentional Injury Hospitalizations Rate (age 15-24) in Oneida 
County was 34.8 per 10,000; this was comparable to the NYS w/o NYC rate of 35.9 per 10,000.   The 
quartile ranking* for Oneida County was 2nd.519 

 For the period 2005-2007, the   Unintentional Injury Hospitalizations Rate (age 25-64) in Oneida 
County was 47.5 per 10,000; this was higher than the NYS w/o NYC rate of 45.9 per 10,000.   The 
quartile ranking* for Oneida County was 3rd.520  

 For the period 2005-2007, the   Unintentional Injury Hospitalizations Rate (age 65+) in Oneida 
County was 317.3 per 10,000; this was significantly higher than the NYS w/o NYC rate of 276.4 per 
10,000.   The quartile ranking* for Oneida County was 4th.521 

Falls Hospitalizations 
 For the period 2005-2007, the   Falls Hospitalizations Rate in Oneida County was 38.9 per 10,000; 

this was higher than the NYS w/o NYC rate of 36.9 per 10,000.   The quartile ranking* for Oneida 
County was 4th. 522  

Falls Hospitalizations by Age 
 For the period 2005-2007, the   Falls Hospitalizations Rate (Under age 10) in Oneida County was 

7.5 per 10,000; this was lower than the NYS w/o NYC rate of 9.1 per 10,000.   The quartile ranking* 
for Oneida County was 2nd.523 

 For the period 2005-2007, the   Falls Hospitalizations Rate (age 10-14) in Oneida County was 5.9 
per 10,000; this was lower than the NYS w/o NYC rate of 7.2 per 10,000.   The quartile ranking* for 
Oneida County was 2nd.524  

 For the period 2005-2007, the   Falls Hospitalizations Rate (age 15-24) in Oneida County was 6.1 
per 10,000; this was comparable to the NYS w/o NYC rate of 6.4 per 10,000.   The quartile ranking* 
for Oneida County was 3rd.525 
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 For the period 2005-2007, the   Falls Hospitalizations Rate (age 25-64) in Oneida County was 19.3 
per 10,000; this was higher than the NYS w/o NYC rate of 17.9 per 10,000.   The quartile ranking* for 
Oneida County was 3rd. 526  

 For the period 2005-2007, the   Falls Hospitalizations Rate (age 65-74) in Oneida County was 92.4 
per 10,000; this was significantly higher than the NYS w/o NYC rate of 79.8 per 10,000.   The quartile 
ranking* for Oneida County was 4th.527 

 For the period 2005-2007, the   Falls Hospitalizations Rate (age 75-84) in Oneida County was 
265.8 per 10,000; this was significantly higher than the NYS w/o NYC rate of 243.8 per 10,000.   The 
quartile ranking* for Oneida County was 4th 528  

 For the period 2005-2007, the   Falls Hospitalizations Rate (age 85+) in Oneida County was 603.9 
per 10,000; this was significantly higher than the NYS rate of 43.9 per 10,000 and comparable to the 
NYS w/o NYC rate of 604.3 per 10,000.   The quartile ranking* for Oneida County was 4th.529  

 For the period 2004-2006, the   Total Falls Hospitalizations Rate for Adults Age 65+ in Oneida 
County was 237.0 per 10,000; this was higher than the NYS rate of 196.0 per 10,000 and the HP 
2010 Goal of 155.0 per 10,000. (Table 4.3) 

Pedestrian Injury Hospitalizations  
 For the period 2004-2006, the   Pedestrian Injury 

Hospitalizations Rate in Oneida County was 0.9 per 
10,000; this was lower than the NYS rate of 1.9 per 
10,000 and the HP 2010 Goal of 1.5 per 10,000. (Table 
4.3)  

Poisoning Hospitalizations  
 For the period 2005-2007, the   Poisoning 

Hospitalizations Rate in Oneida County was 10.8 per 
10,000; this was higher than the NYS w/o NYC rate of 
9.0 per 10,000.   The quartile ranking* for Oneida 
County was 4th. 530 

Traumatic Brain Injury Hospitalizations  
 For the period 2005-2007, the   Traumatic Brain Injury 

Hospitalizations Rate in Oneida County was 9.0 per 
10,000; this was comparable to the NYS rate of 9.3 and 
the NYS w/o NYC rate of 9.2 per 10,000.   The quartile 
ranking* for Oneida County was 3rd.531  

Unintentional Injury Mortality 
 For the period 2005-2007, the   Unintentional Injury Mortality Rate in Oneida County was 22.6 per 

100,000; this was lower than the NYS w/o NYC rate of 27.2 per 100,000, but higher than the HP 
2010 Goal of 17.1 per 100,000. The quartile ranking* for Oneida County was 1st.532  

Unintentional Injury Mortality by Age 
 From the period 1999-2001 to the 2004-2006 period, the   Unintentional Injury Mortality Rate for 

Children/Youth Age 10-19 in Oneida County decreased from 12.9 per 100,000 to 10.3 per 
100,000.533 

Figure J1 
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Motor Vehicle Mortality 
 For the period 2005-2007, the   Motor Vehicle Mortality Rate in Oneida County was 9.1 per 

100,000; this was comparable to the NYS w/o NYC rate of 9.5 per 100,000. This meets and exceeds 
the HP 2010 Goal of 9.2 per 100,000. The quartile ranking* for Oneida County was 2nd.534 

Non-Motor Vehicle Mortality 
 For the period 2005-2007, the   Non-Motor Vehicle Mortality Rate in Oneida County was 18.1 per 

100,000; this was lower than the NYS w/o NYC rate of 19.2 per 10,000. The quartile ranking* for 
Oneida County was 2nd.535 

Alcohol Related Motor Vehicle Injuries and Deaths 
 For the period 2005-2007, the   Alcohol Related Motor Vehicle Injuries and Deaths Rate in 

Oneida County was 5.9 per 100,000; this was higher than the NYS rate of 4.0 per 100,000 a 
comparable to the NYS w/o NYC rate of 5.6 per 10,000.   The quartile ranking* for Oneida County 
was 2nd. 536  

 
Oneida County STOP DWI reports that drivers under the age of 25 are four times more likely to be involved 
in a serious motor vehicle accident than older drivers for one or more of the following factors: lack of 
awareness of the consequences of risk-taking behavior; inexperience with the complexities of driving; 
driving as a social activity; peers in the vehicle with the young driver; impaired driving; and speeding.537  
The following highlights data related to safe driving practices for Oneida County from the New York State 
and County Traffic Safety Data. 
 
Reported Safety Equipment Use 

 From 2005 to 2007, the percentage of accidents in Oneida County where a Motor Vehicle 
Occupant was Killed or Injured and Did Not Use a Safety Restraint decreased from 6.2% to 
5.9%.538 

 From 2005 to 2007, the percentage of accidents in Oneida County where a Motorcyclist was Killed 
or Injured and Did Not Use a Helmet decreased from 13.8% to 12.2%.539 

 In 2007, the percentage of accidents in Oneida County where a Bicyclist was Killed or Injured and 
Did Not Use a Helmet is very high at 70.5%.540 

 From 2005 to 2007, the total number of tickets issued in Oneida County for Speed Violations 
increased from 11,350 to 12,403. 541 

 From 2005 to 2007, the total number of tickets issued in Oneida County for Impaired Driving 
(Alcohol) increased from 1,786 to 1,925.542 

 From 2005 to 2007, the total number of tickets issued in Oneida County for Safety Restraint 
Violations decreased from 5,843 to 5,039.543 
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Note: Populations sizes are not comparable for the cities of Utica and 
Rome. Therefore, the intent of this chart is not to for comparison purposes, 
but to display trends in fire incidents for each city. 

 
Fire Safety 
The CDC reports that deaths from 
fires and burns are the fifth most 
common cause of unintentional 
injury deaths in the United States 
and the third leading cause of fatal 
home injury. On average in the 
United States in 2006, someone 
died in a fire about every 162 
minutes, and someone was 
injured every 32 minutes. Smoking 
is the leading cause of fire-related 
deaths and cooking is the primary 
cause of residential fires. 
Functioning smoke alarms on 
every level and in every sleeping 
area of a home can provide 
residents with sufficient warning to 
escape from nearly all types of 
fires. However, approximately half of home fire deaths in the U.S. occur in homes without smoke alarms.544 
 

The New York State Fire Reporting System is the central data collection mechanism for more than 1,800 
fire departments in the State. The NYS Office of Fire Prevention and Control prepares annual statistical 
reports based on data from this system on fire, accident, and burn injuries collected from paid and 
volunteer departments. It is possible to use fire data to draw conclusions about the adequacy of fire and 
building codes and consumer product safety and to measure the effects of fire safety education programs.  
The following is a summary of fire incidents for the two largest cities in Oneida County, Utica and Rome. 
 

 From 2005 to 2007, the number of fire incidents reported for the City of Rome decreased slightly from 
3,846 to 3,764.545 

 From 2005 to 2007, the number of fire incidents reported for the City of Utica increased considerably 
from 8,270 to 10,514.546 

 

 
INTENTIONAL INJURIES & VIOLENCE 
The CDC Division of Violence Prevention states that violence is a significant problem in the United States 
that affects people in all stages of life. In 2006, 18,573 people died as a result of homicide and 33,300 took 
their own life. The number of violent deaths tells only part of the story. Many more survive violence and are 
left with permanent physical and emotional scars. Violence also erodes communities by reducing 
productivity, decreasing property values, and disrupting social services. Intentional injuries usually result 
from violent events including suicide, homicide or assaults such as sexual assault, domestic violence, or 
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child or elder abuse.547 Youth are involved as both perpetrators and victims of violence; elderly persons, 
females and children are often targets of both physical and sexual assaults, which are frequently committed 
by individuals they know. 
 
Child Abuse and Maltreatment 
(See the Health Risk Behaviors - Adverse Childhood Experiences and Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies, Healthy 
Children Sections of this report for more data on child abuse and maltreatment) 

 The rate of Oneida County Children/Youth in Indicated Reports of Abuse/Maltreatment, 
increased from 20.7/1,000 in 2000 to 29.1/1,000 in 2007; and Oneida County’s rate of 29.1/1,000 for 
youth ages 0-17 who were abused or maltreated in 2007 compares unfavorably with 16.2 per 1,000 
youth in the rest of the State who faced this situation, marking a 13 point difference.548  A report by 
Kids Oneida, Inc., Stop ACEs Oneida County, states that ACEs are disproportionately higher in 
Oneida County than the rest of the State and have been on the rise since 2004. 

 The rate of Oneida County Indicated Reports of Child Abuse and Maltreatment increased from 
32.8 in 2000 to 34.3 in 2007; this rate was slightly higher than the NYS rate of 32.4.549 

Assault Hospitalizations 
 For the period 2005-2007, the   Assault Hospitalizations Rate in Oneida County was 2.7 per 10,000; 

this was significantly lower than the NYS rate of 5.0 per 10,000 and comparable to the NYS w/o NYC 
rate of 2.8 per 10,000.The quartile ranking* for Oneida County was 3rd.550  

Assault Hospitalizations by Age  
 From the period 1999-2001 to the period 2004-2006 the   Hospitalizations Rate Resulting from 

Assault Among Youth Age 10-19 in Oneida County 
increased from 27.7 per 100,000 to 31.8 per 
100,000.551 

Homicide Mortality 
 For the period 2005-2007, the   Homicide 

Mortality Rate in Oneida County was 4.2 per 
100,000; this was higher than the NYS w/o 
NYC rate of 3.1 per 100,000.   The quartile 
ranking* for Oneida County was 4th.  This is 
higher than the HP 2010 Goal of 3.0 per 
100,000.552 

Self-Inflicted Injury Hospitalizations  
(See the Mental Health and Substance Abuse and Healthy 
Mothers, Healthy Babies, Healthy Children Sections of this 
report for more data on self-inflicted injuries and suicide) 

 For the period 2005-2007, the   Self-Inflicted 
Injury Hospitalizations Rate in Oneida County 
was 8.6 per 10,000; and this was significantly 
higher than the NYS rate of 5.0 per 10,000 and 
the NYS w/o NYC rate of 5.6 per 10,000.   The 

Figure J3 
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quartile ranking* for Oneida County was 4th.553 
Self-Inflicted Injury Hospitalizations by Age 

 For the period 2005-2007, the   Self-Inflicted Injury Hospitalizations Rate for 15-19 Year Olds in 
Oneida County was 12.9 per 10,000; and this was significantly higher than the NYS rate of 9.0 per 
10,000 and higher than the NYS w/o NYC rate of 9.8 per 10,000.   The quartile ranking* for Oneida 
County was 3rd. 554 

Suicide Mortality 
(See the Mental Health and Substance Abuse and Healthy Mothers, Healthy Babies, Healthy Children Sections of 
this report for more data on self-inflicted injuries and suicide) 

 For the period 2005-2007, the   Suicide Mortality Rate in Oneida County was 10.4 per 100,000; and 
this was significantly higher than the NYS rate of 6.9 per 100,000 and higher than the NYS w/o NYC 
rate of 8.0 per 100,000.   The quartile ranking* for Oneida County was 3rd.555 

Suicide Mortality by Age  
 For the period 2005-2007, the   Suicide Mortality Rate for 15-19 Year Olds in Oneida County was 

5.9 per 100,000; this was higher than the NYS rate of 3.9 per 100,000 and higher than the NYS w/o 
NYC rate of 4.7 per 100,000.   The quartile ranking* for Oneida County was 3rd.556 

Youth Personal Safety 
 In the 2007 TAP Survey, 11.0% of teens said they were physically hurt in the past year by an 

adult at home. This is consistent with the results of the 1999 and 2003 TAP Surveys when 9.7% and 
12.0% respectively said they were physically hurt by an adult in the past year. 

 In the 2007 TAP Survey, significantly fewer teens felt bullied in 2007 than in 2003. When asked in 
2007, 14.0% said they felt “constantly teased, threatened or harassed” by other youth. In 2003, it was 
16.0%. 

 In the 2007 TAP Survey, 6.0% of teens said they used physical force or threatened people “often” 
or “very often” to get their own way in the past year. This is a statistically significant decrease from 
the 2003 TAP Survey when 7.3% of teens said they “often” or “very often used physical force or 
threatened people.” 

 In the 2007 TAP Survey, one-quarter (25%) of all teens agreed that gang activity was a problem in 
their community. This is an increase from the 2003 TAP Survey when 22% agreed, but a decrease 
from 1999 when 27% agreed, gangs were a problem. 

 According to the 2007 TAP Survey, most Oneida County teens (95.0%) said they felt safe at home. 
This is a slight increase over 93.0% in 2003 and similar to 94.0% for 1999. 

 In the 2007 TAP Survey, 79.0% of Oneida County teens said they felt safe in their community. This 
is similar to 2003 when 81.0% said they felt safe in their community, but a statistically significant 
decrease from 1999 when 83.0% indicated this. 

 In the 2007 TAP Survey, 79.0% of Oneida County teens said they felt safe at school; this is similar 
to 2003, but is a statistically significant decrease from the 1999 TAP Survey when 82.0% said they 
felt safe at school. 
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INJURY PRIMARY PREVENTION RESOURCES:  

 
• Through a NYSDOH grant, Bicycle Helmet and Car Seat Program, the Oneida County Health 

Department distributes bicycle helmets and child passenger safety seats and educates families 
receiving these on injury prevention and proper installation of safety seats.   

• The Oneida County Healthy Neighborhoods Program (OCHNP) a grant program funded by the 
NYSDOH and operated by the Oneida County Health Department, is an outreach and education 
program that conducts surveys in the Corn Hill section of Utica and also parts of West Utica.  The 
program provides educational literature, safety products and referrals to other community programs 
for assistance in an effort to ensure safer housing, as well as fewer incidents of asthma attacks, lead 
poisoning, fire related injuries or death, carbon monoxide poisoning and unintentional injuries 

• Other Resources To Be Developed - See Attachment H for a listing of some Oneida County 
Resources. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


