101. Authorized Emergency Vehicle: Every ambulance, police vehicle or bicycle, correction vehicle,
fire vehicle, civil defense emergency vehicle, emergency ambulance service vehicle, blood delivery
vehicle, county emergency medical services vehicle, environmental emergency response vehicle,
sanitation patrol vehicle, hazardous materials emergency vehicle and ordnance disposal vehicle of the
armed forces of the United States
100-b. Ambulance: Every motor vehicle designed, appropriately equipped and used for the purpose of
carrying sick or injured persons by a person or entity registered or certified as an ambulance service by
the department of health
106-a. Civil Defense Emergency Vehicle: Every communications vehicle and rescue vehicle owned by
the state, a county, town, city or village and operated for civil defense purposes and equipped and
marked as a civil defense emergency communications or rescue vehicle in compliance with the rules and
regulations of the state civil defense commission
109-b. County Emergency Medical Services Vehicle: Every vehicle operated by a county emergency
medical services coordinator or deputy county emergency medical services coordinator appointed
pursuant to the provisions of section two hundred twenty-three-b of the county law, when
operated in an official capacity while engaged in an emergency operation.
114-b. Emergency operation: The operation, or parking, of an authorized emergency vehicle, when
such vehicle is engaged in transporting a sick or injured person, transporting prisoners, delivering blood
or blood products in a situation involving an imminent health risk, pursuing an actual or suspected
violator of the law, or responding to, or working or assisting at the scene of an accident, disaster, police
call, alarm of fire, actual or potential release of hazardous materials or other emergency. Emergency
operation shall not include returning from such service
115-a. Fire vehicle: Every vehicle operated for fire service purposes owned and identified as being
owned by the state, a public authority, a county, town, city, village or fire district, or a fire corporation
subject to the provisions of subdivision (e) of section fourteen hundred two of the not-for-profit
corporation law or a fire company as defined in section one hundred of the general municipal law.
Any of the following vehicles shall be fire vehicles only for the purpose of section one hundred one of
this chapter.
1. A vehicle operated by officials of the office of fire prevention and control.

2. A vehicle ordinarily operated by a chief or assistant chief of a fire department, or a county or
deputy county fire coordinator, or county or assistant county fire marshal, or town or
assistant town fire coordinator, or such vehicle when operated in an official capacity by or
under the direction of such person, and
3. A vehicle specially designed and equipped for firefighting purposes which is regularly used
for firefighting purposes by a firefighting unit? On property used for industrial, institutional or
commercial purposes and which vehicle is owned by the owner or lessee of such property
115-c. Emergency Ambulance Service Vehicle: An emergency ambulance service vehicle shall be
defined as an appropriately equipped motor vehicle owned or operated by an ambulance service as
defined in section three thousand one of the public health law and used for the purpose of
transporting emergency medical personnel and equipment to sick or injured persons
117-c. Hazardous Materials Emergency Vehicle: Every designated vehicle operated by a hazardous
materials emergency response team created pursuant to section two hundred nine-y of the general
municipal law specifically equipped for and used in response to reports of emergencies resulting from
actual or potential releases, spills or leaks of, or other exposure to hazardous substances.
375 41. Colored and flashing lights: The provisions of this subdivision shall govern the affixing and
display of lights on vehicles, other than those lights required by law.
1.

No light, other than a white light, and no revolving, rotating, flashing, oscillating or
constantly moving white light shall be affixed to, or displayed on any vehicle except as
prescribed herein.

2.

Red lights and certain white lights.
a. One or more red or combination red and white lights or one white light which must be a
revolving, rotating, flashing, oscillating or constantly moving light, may be affixed to an
authorized emergency vehicle and such lights may be displayed on an authorized emergency
vehicle when such vehicle is engaged in an emergency operation, and upon a fire vehicle while
returning from an alarm of fire or other emergency.

3.

Amber lights.
a. One or more amber lights may be affixed to a hazard vehicle and such a light or lights
which display amber light visible to all approaching traffic under normal atmospheric

conditions from a distance of five hundred feet from such vehicle shall be displayed on a
hazard vehicle when such vehicle is engaged in a hazardous operation. Such light or
lights shall not be required to be displayed during daylight hours provided at least two red
flags visible from a distance of five hundred feet are placed both in or on the front
of, and to or on the rear of the vehicle and two such flags are placed to each side of the vehicle
open to traffic. Such lights or flags need not be displayed on the vehicle when the vehicle
operating, or parked, within a barricaded work area and said lights or flags are displayed on the
barricade. The provisions of this subdivision shall no prohibit the temporary affixing and
display of an amber light to be used as a warning on a disabled motor vehicle or on a motor
vehicle while it is stopped on a highway while engaged in an operation which would restrict,
impede or interfere with the normal flow of traffic.
b. In any city in this state having a population of one million or more, one amber light may be
affixed to any motor vehicle owned or operated by a volunteer member of a civilian or crime
patrol provided such volunteer civilian or crime patrol member has been authorized in writing
to so affix an amber light by the police commissioner of the municipality in which he patrols,
which authorization shall be subject to revocation at any time by the police commissioner who
issued the same or his successor in office. Such amber light may be operated by such
volunteer civilian or crime patrol member in such a vehicle only when engaged in a patrol
operation as defined and authorized by rules and regulations promulgated by the police
commissioner and only in such a manner and at such times as may be authorized by the police
commissioner pursuant to said rules and regulations.
3. Blue light.
a. One blue light may be affixed to any motor vehicle owned by a volunteer member of a fire
department or on a motor vehicle owned by a member of such person's family residing in the
same household or by an enterprise in business which such person has a proprietary interest or
by which he or she is employed, provided such volunteer firefighter has been authorized in
writing to so affix a blue light by the chief of the fire department or company of which he or
she is a member, which authorization shall be subject to revocation at any time by the chief
who issued the same or his or her successor in office. Such blue light may be displayed
exclusively by such volunteer firefighter on such a vehicle only when engaged in an
emergency operation. The use of blue lights on vehicles shall be restricted for use only by a
volunteer firefighter except as otherwise provided for in subparagraph b of this paragraph.

b. In addition to the red and white lights authorized to be displayed pursuant to paragraph two
of this subdivision, one or more blue lights or combination blue and red lights or combination
blue, red and white lights may be affixed to a police vehicle, fire vehicle, ambulance,
emergency ambulance service vehicle and county emergency medical services vehicle
provided that such blue light or lights shall be displayed on a police vehicle, fire vehicle,
ambulance, emergency ambulance service vehicle, and county emergency medical services
vehicle for rear projection only. In the event that the trunk or rear gate of a police vehicle, fire
vehicle, ambulance, emergency ambulance service vehicle, and county emergency medical
services vehicle obstructs or diminishes the visibility of other emergency lighting on such
vehicles, a blue light may be affixed to and displayed from the trunk, rear gate or interior of
such vehicles. Such lights may be displayed on a police vehicle, fire vehicle, ambulance,
emergency ambulance service vehicle, and county emergency medical services vehicle when
such vehicles are engaged in an emergency operation. Nothing contained in this subparagraph
shall be deemed to authorize the use of blue lights on police vehicles, fire vehicles, ambulances,
emergency ambulance service vehicles, and county emergency medical services vehicles
unless such vehicles also display one or more red or combination red and white lights as
otherwise authorized in this subdivision.
c. The commissioner is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations relating to the use,
placement, power and display of blue lights on a police vehicle and fire vehicle.
5. Green light:
a. One green light may be affixed to any motor vehicle owned by a member of a volunteer
ambulance service, or on a motor vehicle owned by a member of such person’s family, or by a
business enterprise in which such person has a proprietary interest or by which he is employed,
provided such member has been authorized in writing to so affix a green light by the chief
officer of such service as designated by the members thereof. Such green light may be
displayed exclusively by such member of a volunteer ambulance service only when engaged in
an emergency operation. The use of green lights on vehicles shall be restricted for use only by
a member of a volunteer ambulance service as provided for in this paragraph.
As used in this paragraph volunteer ambulance service means:
b. a non-profit membership corporation (other than a fire corporation)
incorporated under or subject to the provisions of the membership corporations law, or any
other law, operating its ambulance or ambulances on a non-profit basis for the convenience of
the members thereof and their families or of the community or under a contract with a county,

city, town or village pursuant to section one hundred twenty-two-b of the general municipal
law; or
c. an unincorporated association of persons operating its ambulance or ambulances on a nonprofit basis for the convenience of the members and their families or of the community.
6.

The commissioner is authorized to promulgate regulations with respect to the affixing and
display of colored lights and to promulgate specifications with respect to such lights.

S 1104. Authorized Emergency Vehicles:
(a)The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle, when involved in an emergency operation,
may exercise the privileges set forth in this section, but subject to the conditions herein stated.
(b) The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle may:
1. Stop, stand or park irrespective of the provisions of this title;
2. Proceed past a steady red signal, a flashing red signal or a stop sign, but only after slowing
down as may be necessary for safe operation;
3. Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as he does not endanger life or property;
4. Disregard regulations governing directions of movement or turning in specified directions.
(c) Except for an authorized emergency vehicle operated as a police vehicle or bicycle, the
exemptions herein granted to an authorized emergency vehicle shall apply only when audible
signals are sounded from any said vehicle while in motion by bell, horn, siren, electronic
device or exhaust whistle as may be reasonably necessary, and when the vehicle is equipped
with at least one lighted lamp so that from any direction, under normal atmospheric conditions
from a distance of five hundred feet from such vehicle, at least one red light will be displayed
and visible.
(d) An authorized emergency vehicle operated as a police, sheriff or deputy sheriff vehicle
may exceed the maximum speed limits for the purpose of calibrating such vehicles`
speedometer. Notwithstanding any other law, rule or regulation to the contrary, a police, sheriff
or deputy sheriff bicycle operated as an authorized emergency vehicle shall not be prohibited
from using any sidewalk, highway, street or roadway during an emergency operation.

(e) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle
from the duty to drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor shall such provisions
protect the driver from the consequences of his reckless disregard for the safety of others.
(f) Notwithstanding any other law, rule or regulation to the contrary, an ambulance operated in
the course of an emergency shall not be prohibited from using any highway, street or roadway;
provided, however, that an authority having jurisdiction over any such highway, street or
roadway may specifically prohibit travel thereon by ambulances if such authority shall deem
such travel to be extremely hazardous and would endanger patients being transported thereby
S 1144. Operation of vehicles on approach of authorized emergency vehicles.
(a) Upon the immediate approach of an authorized emergency vehicle equipped with at least
one lighted lamp exhibiting red light visible under normal atmospheric conditions from a
distance of five hundred feet to the front of such vehicle other than a police vehicle or
bicycle when operated as an authorized emergency vehicle, and when audible signals are
sounded from any said vehicle by siren, exhaust whistle, bell, air-horn or electronic equivalent;
the driver of every other vehicle shall yield the right of way and shall immediately drive
to a position parallel to, and as close as possible to the right-hand edge or curb of the roadway,
or to either edge of a one-way roadway three or more lanes in width, clear of any intersection,
and shall stop and remain in such position until the authorized emergency vehicle has
passed, unless otherwise directed by a police officer.
(b) This section shall not operate to relieve the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle
from the duty to drive with reasonable care for all persons using the highway

